2 November 2007 

Two into one will go

UNIT45 to launch its new dual compartment reefer container 

at the Intermodal exhibition in Amsterdam (4 – 6 December 2007)

The Dutch 45ft container specialist UNIT45 will present its latest container designs at this year’s Intermodal exhibition, being staged in Amsterdam in December.

Pride of place will be given to UNIT45’s new dual compartment diesel-electric reefer, capable of transporting simultaneously a variety of commodities at two different temperatures.

The dual compartment container features an internal insulated wall that can be secured in different positions according to the load split. Rail-mounted, this wall can easily be moved by one man and is stowed flush to the roof when not required, eg when transporting a single reefer commodity or a non-reefer cargo.

Special ducting and temperature monitors enable cold air from the reefer unit to maintain different temperatures in the two compartments. In the front section, it is possible to carry deep-frozen products while a temperature of between -20 and +20 degrees Centigrade is being maintained at the rear (door end) of the container. 

While this part-load capability enables the transport operator to carry cargo from two different customers - eg cheese and cut flowers in the same container - the dual compartment reefer is expected to be particularly attractive to shippers interested in using a single container to carry two or more commodities simultaneously. For example, a poultry processor (or his supermarket customer) might wish to transport frozen and fresh chicken in the same container or indeed a supermarket chain may want to carry a mix of products on pallets with a requirement for two specific temperature settings. 

Although the dual compartment system can be installed in both all-electric and diesel-electric containers, UNIT45 believes the strongest market will be for the diesel-electric version as this is not reliant on an external electrical power supply.

The diesel-electric reefer container is primarily intended for use in multimodal operations where rail is featured or where containers, on or off the trailer, may need to be left in locations where there is not a readily available power supply.

The cost of moving temperature-controlled cargoes over long distances by road is ever rising but until now, rail has not proved a realistic alternative since very few train operators can provide a reliable power supply for all-electric reefer containers.

The diesel-electric power unit used by UNIT45 incorporates a 200-litre diesel tank able to power the generator. This is more than sufficient for longhaul rail operations such as Italy to Rotterdam or Rotterdam to Eastern Europe.
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